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Hepatitis ACT Marks 30 Years as Sector Gathers to Map Elimination Pathway

Community health organisation brings together leaders to co-design ACT's
roadmap to eliminating viral hepatitis by 2030

CANBERRA — Hepatitis ACT will mark its 30th anniversary on 25 May with a forum

bringing together health professionals, policymakers, researchers, and people with
lived experience to map the ACT's pathway to eliminating viral hepatitis as a public
health threat by 2030.

The milestone comes as new National Hepatitis B and C Strategies set ambitious 2030
elimination targets, positioning the ACT to lead the nation's response.

"Thirty years ago, three Canberrans started a phone support line because there was
nowhere else to go," said Sarah Ahmed, CEO of Hepatitis ACT. "Today, we have the cure
for hep C, the infrastructure, and the partnerships. Now we finish the job."

Since 1996, Hepatitis ACT has evolved from grassroots peer support with three
members to a commissioned health service with funding secured until 2031.

The journey mirrors major advances in treatment. In 2016, Direct Acting Anti-Viral
medications made hepatitis C curable in 8-12 weeks. In the first year, 36,000 Australians
were treated and 29,000 cured.

Despite progress, significant challenges remain. An estimated 31% of Australians living
with hepatitis B are undiagnosed. Seventy-three percent were born overseas, facing
language barriers, Medicare ineligibility, and stigma. Hepatitis C prevalence in prisons
runs 3.5 times higher than the general population.

Quote attributable to ACT Minister for Health, Rachel Stephen-Smith

“Today is a wonderful celebration of 30 years of Hepatitis ACT and the incredible work
they do to support people living with and affected by viral hepatitis in Canberra. Through
advocacy, trust and genuine connection, Hepatitis ACT has provided visibility, care and
a voice to countless people in the community.

“Today is also a day of planning and action. Prevention, testing and treatment must all
be part of the strategy if we are to eliminate viral hepatitis.
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“The ACT Government is proud to continue supporting Hepatitis ACT in delivering
services spanning testing, needle and syringe programs, education, case management,
and advocacy.”

The forum will produce a systems map and roadmap with sector commitments toward
achieving national elimination targets across prevention, diagnosis, treatment access,
and stigma reduction.

By 2030, the goalis clear: no baby born with avoidable hepatitis B, testing accessible in
every community, zero stigma in healthcare settings, and cure within reach for everyone
who needs it.

ENDS

Forum Details:

Date: Monday 25 May 2026
Time: 9:00am-2:30pm
Venue: Hellenic Club, Woden

MEDIA CONTACT:

Sarah Ahmed
Hepatitis ACT
0262306344
executive@hepatitisact.org.au

ABOUT HEPATITIS ACT

Hepatitis ACT is a community-based health promotion charity working to improve liver
health and support people affected by viral hepatitis in the ACT. Established in 1996, the
organisation provides education, testing, peer support, advocacy, and health promotion
services.

Hepatitis ACT receives core funding from ACT Health and Community Services
Directorate. The organisation's HepLink national information line and LiverWise
hepatitis B outreach project are funded by Hepatitis Australia. The mobile testing
vehicle was made possible through the generosity of the John James Foundation.

Website: hepatitisact.org.au
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The 30th Anniversary Forum is supported by AbbVie. AbbVie has had no role in the
design, content or outcomes of the forum.

NOTES TO EDITORS:

Key Statistics:

e Around 3,287 people in Canberra are living with hepatitis B.

e Around 1,000 Canberrans are estimated to be living with hepatitis C.

e Nationally, 31% of people living with hepatitis B remain undiagnosed, with
Australia’s current diagnosis rate at 69% against a 2030 target of 90%.

e Hepatitis C prevalence nationally in prisons is 3.5 times higher than in the
general population, highlighting the need for equitable access to prevention,
testing, treatment and harm reduction in custodial settings.

e 1In 2016, the first year direct-acting antiviral treatments became available in
Australia, 36,000 Australians initiated hepatitis C treatment and 29,000 were
cured.

e Liver canceris Australia’s fastest-growing cause of cancer-related death,
underscoring the importance of prevention, early diagnosis, vaccination,
treatment and ongoing liver health monitoring.

e Australia’s national target is to achieve 95% timely birth dose hepatitis B
vaccination and reduce mother-to-infant hepatitis B transmission to 1% or less
by 2030.

e Australia’s national strategies also aim to reduce healthcare-setting stigma to
zero and reduce reported experiences of stigma by 75% by 2030.

Sources:

¢ National Hepatitis B Strategy 2026-2030, National Hepatitis C Strategy 2026-
2030

e Hepatitis B National Report 2024 (ASHM/Doherty Institute, published 2026)

e The Kirby Institute's Annual Surveillance Report 2025 (Hepatitis C)

e The Viral Hepatitis Mapping Project: Hepatitis C National Report 2024-2025
(ASHM/Doherty Institute)
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